
KI’s Social Ac  on eff orts focus on crea  ng connec  ons that foster faith and hasten hope. 

GOAL #1: Engage in relief eff orts for refugees and asylum seekers. 

Con  nue to support the two Hazara Afghan young men, Syrian family, and Yazidi family with whom KI has been working 
   : 

Mujtaba and Mohammad are doing well and have received their Green Card (permanent residency)! February 2020 
marked 2 years since their arrival to the U.S. and the joint eff orts of KI and CMT to assist with their rese  lement in 
partnership with JFS of Metrowest. This year we assisted Mujtaba and Mohammad with obtaining informa  on about 
the family reunifi ca  on process and refugee travel documenta  on. Each living with mutual Afghan friends in diff erent 
states, Mujtaba and Mohammad recall fondly and gratefully their  me spent in Brookline and send best wishes to our 
community. 

 : 
KI had planned to make 12 months of par  al rental assistance payments for the now formerly local Syrian refugee family 
we helped to support in associa  on with the Main Street United Methodist Church of Nashua, NH, our partner through 
the Mul  faith Alliance for Syrian Refugees. Payment was made for 4 months to their landlord here before the family 
decided to move to Indianapolis, IN to be near a rela  ve and then an addi  onal 4 months’ payment was made to the 
family’s new landlord. Monies designated for the fi nal 4 months of par  al rental assistance, along with the remaining 
balance in the fund, were used to pay two unexpected, major medical bills incurred by the family. KI’s “Syrian Refugee 
Family Fund” has been liquidated. 

 : 
The now formerly local Yazidi family who are seeking asylum moved to Lincoln, NE, the area with perhaps the largest 
community of Yazidis living in the U.S. In an  cipa  on of the family’s move we reached out to the Jewish community 
of Lincoln and subsequently introduced the Lincoln congrega  on’s leadership to the Yazidi family’s legal guardian. The 
Lincoln congrega  on and their community contacts off ered to meet the family upon arrival and expressed a tremendous 
willingness to help the family however possible. Monies from KI’s “Yazidi Family Fund” were used to purchase a kitchen 
table for the family; the small remaining balance in the fund was given to the family’s legal guardian to help with 
expenses associated with ongoing medical care for the family’s older son. KI’s “Yazidi Family Fund” has been liquidated. 

KI’s Refugee Welcome Fund: 
KI made a fi nancial dona  on to advance the life-saving work of the Springs of Hope Founda  on. Springs of Hope 
endeavors to change the lives of war refugees and Yazidis in northern Iraq. Other projects to be funded via KI’s “Refugee 
Welcome Fund,” including addi  onal support for the Springs of Hope Founda  on, are being explored. 

GOAL #2: Partner on projects that promote goodness.

Welcome Blanket Brookline pop-up installa  on (September); Mar  n Luther King, Jr. Day of Service; SonShine Founda  on 
(Sweet heart – 19 Tevet, Connec  on – Purim, Global Connec  on Community projects – ongoing); Holiday Meal Delivery 
to Seniors (Pesach / Easter). KI is proud to support the work of Welcome Blanket and its COO, KI member Hadassah 
Margolis. Welcome Blanket Brookline held its fi rst pop-up Installa  on in September at The Makery. Over the course of 
4 days “Interwoven: Cra  , Story, Immigra  on” off ered enriching, crea  ve programming on the topic of immigra  on. 
Brookline’s beau  ful blankets were displayed the en  re  me before being donated to three local refugee rese  lement 
agencies – JFS of Metrowest, Catholic Chari  es of Boston, and the Interna  onal Ins  tute of New England. On Mar  n 
Luther King, Jr. Day two service projects were done at KI: (1) Inspo:Expo Welcome Blanket Brookline “Knit-In:” a public 
kni   ng circle and blanket-making space. Volunteers helped teach and fi eld ques  ons about quil  ng and kni   ng. A group 
blanket and no-sew fl eece blanket were made. Cra  ers shared their family’s immigra  on story and advice to those newly 

Annual Report 2020
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel taught, “There is nothing in the 
world that may be regarded as holy as elimina  ng anguish, as 
allevia  ng pain.” 



arrived on notecards to accompany the blankets. In a post-project e-mail to par  cipants, Hadassah Margolis, KI member 
and Welcome Blanket COO, wrote: “What a joyous a  ernoon! Because of your enthusiasm, over 150 par  cipants 
came together to work on Welcome Blankets. We have so many talented cra  ivists in our community. Their blankets 
will be displayed in an upcoming pop-up and then gi  ed to our newest neighbors.” (2) “Sweet heart,” a project on the 
Hebrew birthday of Gil-ad Shaer, zk”l, 19 Tevet (which usually falls in January). Connec  on was made with SonShine, the 
founda  on created by the family of Gil-ad, zk”l, and par  cipa  on is ongoing in SonShine’s Global Connec  on Community 
projects. Through SonShine’s Sweet heart project hundreds of thousands of people all over the world mark Gil-ad’s 
Hebrew birthday with one of his favorite hobbies, baking and cooking. People share recipes, prepare food, and bring 
treats to people they do not know, in order to increase love and apprecia  on in the world. KI’s post-Bnei Mitzvah cohort, 
led by Rabbi Hamilton, assembled and gi  ed bags of cookies each with a fl yer about the Sweet heart project to the 
nearby fi re sta  on, Brookline police sta  on, and to passersby on Harvard Street. We shared photos from the project with 
the Shaer family who replied, “We are thrilled to read and see the pictures that [were] sent. We feel so grateful for what 
you’ve done,” and sent warm regards to the KI community. KI also par  cipated in the SonShine / Shaer family’s Purim 
(mishloach manot) project, called “Connec  on.” Just before Purim, volunteers distribute mishloach manot to travelers 
leaving Ben Gurion Airport for delivery in their countries of des  na  on and literally and symbolically spread joy in the 
world. While SonShine runs this program at Ben Gurion for passengers depar  ng from Israel to share mishloach manot 
in the Diaspora, Rabbi Hamilton’s proposal to Bat-Galim Shaer, mother of Gil-ad, zk”l, for KI to send mishloach manot 
from the Diaspora to Israel was a novel idea. Bat-Galim enthusias  cally welcomed the sugges  on, and Rabbi Hamilton 
approached El Al Security in Boston who could not have been more eager to assist KI with this -- and future! -- projects. 
KI packed 150 mishloach manot to send to Israel. 36 of the mishloach manot were sent as an exchange between the 
KI Preschool and a preschool in Mevaseret Tzion. The students at each preschool enclosed Purim gree  ngs and hand-
drawn pictures with the mishloach manot. We brought the remaining 114 of KI’s mishloach manot to Terminal E at 
Logan Airport on Purim and gave them to passengers depar  ng to Israel on El Al; this was the fi rst night that Israelis 
fl ying home were facing a 14-day quaran  ne upon their return due to COVID-19. Each mishloach manot included a fl yer 
in Hebrew and English describing SonShine’s Connec  on project and KI’s and El Al’s support of it. Par  cipa  ng in the 
Connec  on project brought joy to so many! During the days leading up to the mishloach manot exchange Bat-Galim and 
KI exchanged photos of the prepara  ons and Bat-Galim wrote, “Wow. Thanks a lot. Amazing and special connec  on with 
Boston community. Very exci  ng.” Upon receiving from El Al Boston Security a photo of the El Al aircra   depar  ng Logan 
on Purim night with the mishloach manot, Bat-Galim wrote, “You make me so happy and excited … thank you, all.” The 
El Al Boston Security chief intends to write a feature about El Al Boston’s par  cipa  on in the project in the hope that 
other El Al sta  ons across the U.S. will par  cipate next year in growing SonShine’s Connec  on project. True to their word, 
El Al joined KI in another project at Pesach. On the Sunday during Chol HaMoed, we delivered 54 boxed meals to help 
neighboring seniors celebrate the holidays of Pesach and Easter. The El Al Boston Security team assisted KI in making the 
meal deliveries to Center Communi  es of Brookline and to St. John Missionary Bap  st Church in Roxbury. 

GOAL #3: Strengthen KI’s commitment to Jewish Family & Children’s Service’s Family Table. 
Meet dona  on commitment of 15 cans of salmon and 15 boxes of whole grain crackers for Family Table each month. 
Provide 36 boxes of reduced sodium matzah ball soup mix for Family Table’s Pesach food item collec  on. KI has made 
a dona  on commitment to Family Table of 15 cans of salmon and 15 boxes of whole grain crackers per month. Full 
sponsorship was received from individuals and families for 5 months this year, including to honor yahrzeits and to 
celebrate a KI member becoming a bar mitzvah. The bar mitzvah and his family decorated KI’s Kiddush tables with the 
boxes of crackers for Family Table, along with an assortment of beau  ful new books for diff erent levels of readers, later 
donated at KI’s sugges  on to the Homework Dinner and Academic Support Night program at the Woodrow Wilson 
Elementary School, a partnership of JFS of Metrowest and the Framingham Public Schools. Every year Family Table 
provides Passover foods so that their clients can observe and celebrate this special holiday. KI met its commitment to 
provide 36 boxes of matzah ball soup mix to Family Table to assist in making this possible.


